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November 7, 2006

Mr. Jeff Jordan

Supervisory Attorney

Complaints Examination & Legal Administration
Federal Elections Commission

Washington, D.C 20463

0 oy , PR
5

Dear Mr. Jordan: Re: MUR 5847

The City Club is a membership organization which frequently schedules debates between
the candidates for elective office.

Our interest isin having the candidates who appear, as best we can determine, to have a
serious interest in seeking public office and, from what we can ascertain, some possibility
of being elected to that office, influencing the election or contributing to the public
dialogue in a meaningful way.

When Mr. Lange contacted me in early October, he demanded to be part of a debate
scheduled for November 2 and said otherwise he would take legal action against us. He
never mentloned a campalgn platform that he had important ideas to discuss, policy
pos1tlons or anythmg in evén the slighitest way regardmg his qualifications. He merely
demanded to appear. I informed him by letter that although 1 had been unaware of hlS
candidacy, we would be pleased to make: affangements-to provide-an opportumty “for him
to speak at The City Club. He subsequently called again and was again antagonistic and
threatening, stating again if he was not granted the right to appear on November 2, he
would file a complaint. I again said I was had been unfamiliar with his candidacy, that
we frequently had people seeking office appear by themselves at The City Club - and
once again extended that invitation to him.

A best we were able to determine, Mr. Lange was not registering in any pre-election
polling for the office he sought. I saw no public visibility for his campaign, no literature,
or no indication that he was making any effort to attract votes, nor did he ever offer to
provide us with any such tangible indications that would help to establish the seriousness
of his candidacy. Moreover, he was not invited to participate in a Plain Dealer Editorial
Board interview, which we view as an important determinant of election viability. He
made no complaint about that, either to The Plain Dealer or, as far as we know, to the
FEC. Apparently not belng invited to'a newspaper interview with the largest newspaper
in Ohl? Wwas not an issue fof him:“He was invited to the Sun Newspapers Editorial Board
.endorsement 1nterv1ew a more local Weékly néwspaper that directly covers: the drstnct
“but’ hlS response to that 1nv1tatlon was thiat he- s1mnlv did not show up. (A copy of: the
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In assessing these very significant factors, it appears to me that Mr. Lange was attempting
to make The City Club an issue, rather than his qualifications for the office or

his positions on policy matters. None the less, our offer to provide him an opportunity to
speak to our group still stood, which he declined. '

He did appear in front of the building housing The C1ty Club on November 2, in costume.
I assume this was to garner publicity and it did result in a photograph in The Plain Dealer,
which is also enclosed. Even on that day, however, his issue was once again not related
to the"pubic policy matters of the campaign, such as ending the war or lowermg taxes, it
was to make The City Club the issue.

I do not believe our orgamzatlon has an obligation to provide everyone running for office
an opportunity to appear at The City Club and, inde¢d, that would be impossible. We do
attempt to make an assessment if the candidate is a serious candidate and has some

potential of impacting the election or even furthering the public dialogue about important

" public policy issues. Mr. Lange fell well short in both assessments. None the less, he

was offered an opportunity to speak here, which he declined.

For these reasons we respectfully ask that no action be taken against The City Club or me

" by the Federal Elections Commission on the matter of the complamt filed by Mr. Werner

Lange, (MUR 5847).

Sincerely,
L\t

James H. Foster
Executive Director
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es part of school

health problems, including nose
and throat irritation, coughing,
wheezing and lower respiratory
tract infections.

Pielech said he’s not aware
that any of the elementary
school’s students or staff mem-
bers have become ill from the
mold and said the children are
not in any danger.

Smithfield is about 120 miles
east of Columbus, near the West
Virginia state line.
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DAVIDI ANDERSEN | THE PLAIN DEALER

The Rev. Werner Lange, an independent candidate in the 14th Congressional District race,
protests Thursday outside the City Club of Cleveland because he said he was not invited toa
political debate at the club between Republican incumbent U.S. Rep. Steven LaTourette and

Democrat Lewis Katz.



